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Dear Wilberforce Community, 

We know everyone is eager to hear our school’s plans for returning to school. Governor Murphy issued a new 
executive order last week, and we have taken that into account in the Back To School Plan, linked through the 
button below.

With this letter, I would like to give some further perspective, beyond the policies and procedures found in our 
plan.   

First of all, our school’s primary source of policy is the requirements or guidance issued by the New Jersey 
governor and the NJ Department of Health. Please note that the CDC and other policy bodies make general 
recommendations, but the state is our local authority. Sometimes the state follows the policies of CDC exactly, 
and sometimes they depart from the CDC based on the local situation.   

We understand that many take issue with the state’s mask mandate. We have profound reservations about it 
also, but there is a high burden to justify departing from a state mandate. In June the governor was planning 
to allow individual schools and districts to determine mask policy, but the spike in cases of the Delta variant 
changed that. We hope this surge subsides soon.   

In the meantime, we will seek to restore as much normalcy as possible while maintaining practices that curtail 
the spread of viruses. We are so thankful that we had great success last year in limiting the virus, with only one 
known transmission within the school for the entire year. This year we will probably have more instances where 
students test positive for Covid because people are going back to work and the Delta variant has a higher 
transmission rate. We will need to shift away from a mindset of zero cases and zero risks. COVID and its 
variants are apparently going to be with us for a long time. We have to learn to live with it as we live with other 
risks. And in this case, the risk of coming to school is extremely low. From the beginning of the pandemic until 
the date of this letter, the data indicate that school-age children are at extremely low risk of serious illness from 
COVID. That is very good news. 

We also seek to promote a culture of respect toward fellow students and families who make different choices 
about vaccines, masks, or other measures. Unkindness or any kind of making fun of other students or adults for 
their choices about how to manage their health is out of place and will not be tolerated at Wilberforce. 

We gather at Wilberforce to pursue a specific goal - a distinctively Christian education characterized by 
academic excellence and joyful discovery within a classical framework. That is our mission. We have often said 
that we would pursue that mission in whatever conditions we have. It is a great joy to pursue the academic, 
spiritual and social formation and flourishing of our children together. Over the years we have pursued that 
mission in 5 different locations, through lockdowns, through COVID cohorts, indoors and outdoors. We look 
forward to gathering again to pursue that mission together.  

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Howe
 


