
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Dear Wilberforce Community,  
 

“Take life one step at a time” is something that we hear frequently. With 
social distancing, this has finally cleared up our schedules greatly. I now have 
the time to get a good cup of tea, grab a good book, sit down, and relax. I now 
have the time to bike with my family and to enjoy each other’s company.  
 

In this edition, you will find a fascinating article on bird intelligence by 
guest staff writer Emma Gordon, a list of “throwback” movies our movie critic 
David Jen has recommended for you to watch, and a special poem written by 
Katherine Dorini and Laura Sallade that features all 18 of our eighth-graders.  
 

Talking about 8th grade, this will be the last edition that I will be serving as 
editor-in-chief of the Middle School Times. It is with both tears and joy that I write 
this note. For the past few years, I have had the pleasure of working with a host 
of skilled writers, designers, artists, and many more. A combination of the past 
two years, I have printed 15 editions of the newspaper. In each of these editions, 
we have improved. To that end, if everyone could fill out a short survey, that 
would be great! You can find the survey HERE. 

 
I am ecstatic to announce the next leaders of the Middle School Times. 

Marilyn Chen, the current associate editor, and Luke Haan, the current 
managing editor, will be serving as co-editors-in-chief starting from the 
2020-2021 school year. Laura Sallade, one of our current staff writers, will be 
serving as the incoming managing editor. Congratulations, Marilyn, Luke, and 
Laura! 
 

On behalf of the editorial board and Middle School Times team, we wish 
you and your family good health and safety in this unsafe time. God bless you 
all! 
 

Joshua Jen, Outgoing Editor-in-Chief 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmuuaa5FfKVRcQyZdOSIMUBjF5F3PWCCBdUOFU6DaJXixpMA/viewform


 

Interview with Mr. Kurt Owen: 
By Matthias Cherukara and Kyle Hasemkamp  
Q: What celebrity, historical figure, or 
fictional character would you want to have 
dinner with? 
A: I would probably have to go with Sir 
Isaac Newton, as long as he wasn't cooking. 
He would probably be a terrible cook. 
 
Q: What classes do you teach? 
A: I teach in the Upper School. I teach 
10th-grade precalculus, 11th-grade 
calculus, and senior physics and MATLAB. 
 
Q: Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 
A: Well I hope I'm still alive. I would hope to 
be doing what I do right now. I love 
teaching. I love the time I have in my home 
and the activities that I do, but I hope in 10 

years to still be teaching at Wilberforce. 
 
Q: Tell us about your bike trip to school every morning and what it was like. 
A. It's kind of fun because I did it throughout the year. For much of the year, I 
would start in the dark. I had a battery-powered headlamp that I attached to 
my bike, and it would get lighter and lighter as I would get up to the school. 
Usually, as I came up the last little rise on 75 Mapleton Road, I could see the 
abbey with its cross on top and see the sun just starting to shine on it. So that's 
kind of a neat experience. It's a time to be reflective when no one can bother 
you. You’re just alone with your thoughts as you pedal along. So, in a way, it’s a 
very good quiet time for me to get my morning quiet time. 
 
Q: What is your favorite food, and why? 
A: If I were only allowed to eat one food, I would probably say pizza. But if I were 
allowed to have the dinner of my choice tonight, it would be scallops. I wouldn't 
want that every day though. If I had to eat one food every day, it would be 
pizza. 
 



 

Q: Who do you think will win the house cup this 
year and why? 
A: I believe that Thornton is mathematically 
ahead and that there is very little opportunity 
for anyone to catch up. And I'm part of 
Thornton house, so I think they've done a great 
job all year working hard on all of the different 
kinds of competitions. I think that because of 
their consistency throughout the year, they 
should win the cup. 
 
Q: So, what is your favorite part about 
teaching at Wilberforce? And how long have 
you been teaching here? 
A: I've been here since the beginning of high 
school. So I believe this is my sixth year of 
actually teaching. And my favorite thing? I 
really, really enjoy my colleagues. The 
conversations that we have throughout the 
day are one of the highlights of my teaching 
experience. 
 

 
Q: What would your ideal vacation be like? 
A: Someday I dream of taking a bike ride 
across the country. Maybe I'll have to try to 
do that in a couple of years. I think it would 
be awesome. 
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An Excerpt from The Forgotten 
Legacy: Rise of the Warriors 
By Emma Gordon 
 
           Directly in front of the trio stood a small, 
insignificant cave covered with mosses and 
vines. Her heart thumping, Skiv opened the 
creaky door, beckoning the others to follow 
her. 
 

The inside of the hut was much dimmer 
than the moonlight which had illuminated it. 
Skiv glanced around at the almost bare 
shelves that surrounded the walls. There were 
a few potions, herbs, and empty cauldrons, 
but not much else. Corvine skulls emanating a 
faint bluish light hung from the ceiling on 
creaky chains. Colsia shrunk to Myan’s side in 
terror. 
 

A faint bubbling sound echoed from the 
center of the room. Almost timidly, the three 

corvids hopped to the center of the small room, where a golden bowl on a 
dusty table had been placed by the mysterious occupant of the hut. 
 

Slowly, a stooped figure rose up from behind the bowl. One of his eyes 
was red, while the other was glassy and slightly foggy. Patches of his feathers 
had been torn from his face, leaving his visage a shadow of what it might have 
been. He wore a tattered, faded brown cloak, and his wing feathers had all 
fallen out, leaving him earth-bound. Yet it was his body that frightened the trio 
the most. It was twisted, with sinuous curves and even more flaky bare patches 
of skin. 
 
           The crow leered at them with his one good eye. “You are familiar with the 
legend of the Roth Clan, I suppose?” 

 
 



 

Jokes, Riddles, and Comics 
By Megan Klein and Will Evans 
 
Jokes:  

1. Why would Snow White make a good 
judge? She is the fairest of them all. 

2. Why is Peter Pan always flying? He 
Neverlands.  

3. What do you call a cow with a twitch? Beef 
jerky.  

4. Q. What do you get when you cross a 
snowman with a vampire? A. Frostbite 

5. I wouldn't buy anything with velcro. It's a 
total rip-off. 

6. The shovel was a ground-breaking 
invention. 

7. Knock! Knock! Who's there? Deja vu. Deja 
vu who? Knock! Knock! 

8. Knock! Knock! Who's there? Oink oink. Oink 
oink who? Make up your mind—are you a pig, or 
an owl?! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From Calvin and Hobbes, The Day’s are Just Packed 

 
 



 

Riddles  
1.  A man went on a trip with a fox, a goose and a sack of corn. He came 

upon a stream which he had to cross and found a tiny boat to use to 
cross the stream. He could only take himself and one other - the fox, the 
goose, or the corn - one at a time. He could not leave the fox alone with 
the goose or the goose alone with the corn. How does he get all safely 
over the stream?    

2. When John was six years old he hammered a nail into his favorite tree to 
mark his height. Ten years later at age sixteen, John returned to see how 
much higher the nail was. If the tree grew by five centimeters each year, 
how much higher would the nail be?  

3. A man is washing windows on the 25th floor of an apartment building. 
Suddenly, he slips and falls. He has nothing to cushion his fall and no safety 
equipment—but he doesn't get hurt. How is this possible?   

4. What question can you never answer "Yes" to?   
5. You should keep me as straight as can be, yet very few do. Most of the 

time I am slightly bent or curved. Your sadness usually causes me to bend 
further, but don’t bend me for too long or I may never be able to fully 
straighten out again. What am I?   

6. A limo driver is going the wrong way down a one-way street. He goes past 
four police officers along the way, yet none of them stop him. One even 
smiled and waved. Why didn’t the police stop him?   

7. If all Wibbles are Criggles, all Borkin’s are Kwumblins, no Hoggles are 
Borkins, and all Criggles are Borkins, is it true that all Borkins are Criggles?   

8. What do you get if you add 2 blackberries and 5 apples?   
 

Answers can be found HERE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From a Calvin and Hobbes Travel Comic Series 



 

Everything you Need to Know 
About Velociraptors 
By Peter Yoon 
 
           Raptors. Some of the most dangerous 
creatures on earth. They existed long ago, enjoying 
their life as apex predators, the top of the food 
chain. With their long claws and serrated teeth, 
they were vicious enemies. These dinosaurs used 
special techniques to snatch and slice their prey. 
This raptor had one of the largest brains for its size 
and was quite intelligent.  
  
           Velociraptor fossils have been discovered in 
northern Asia. There are over a dozen of these 
fossils known, the most of any of its kind. This 
dinosaur lives in more arid, desert climates. 
However, a lot of common knowledge about 
velociraptors is actually false. 
 
           Despite what people may think, the most 
famous depiction of these dinosaurs in the Jurassic 

Park movie series is quite wrong. Velociraptors were actually approximately 
turkey-sized and, as you may know, they actually had feathers (a fact that was 
discovered only relatively recently in 2007). These feathers are thought to be 
used more for courting and mating rather than for maintaining temperature. 
These aren’t their only traits. 

 
Velociraptors were equipped with unique sickle-shaped claws on their 

feet to maintain balance as they stood atop their prey. This claw also aided 
them in climbing trees. This could have also helped the dinosaur pin down 
victims and tear them apart.  

 
In 1971, an astonishing combat scene was found. A Polish-Mongolian 

fossil-hunting team found a battle between a velociraptor and a sheep-sized 
frilled herbivore dinosaur called the Protoceratops. They had died in the middle 
of an intense fight, with the velociraptor stabbing its sickle claw into the 



 

protoceratops’ neck, while the herbivore had 
been crushing the raptor’s arm in its jaws. This is 
evidence of Noah’s flood. 
 
           This points to Noah’s flood rather than slow 
evolution, because how could such a snapshot be 
captured during millions of years? It would be 
much more believable that a flood had swept 
tons of sediment over the two belligerents, 
preserving and fossilizing them in a quick and 
powerful moment. This fossil find was surprising to 
many people and is very famous.  
 
           Velociraptors were wonderful and gifted 
creatures. They were designed from head to toe 
to be menacing predators. From their bird-like 
plumage and deadly sickle claws to their surprising 
intelligence, they were fearsome enemies and 
amazing examples of God’s creation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Palm Cockatoo Scene” By 

Emma Gordon 
 
 
 



 

Student Spotlight Interview with 
Joshua Lai and Anna-Luisa 
Jepson 
By David Jen and Nina Luca-Chis 
 
Q. How long have you been at Wilberforce and 
what is your favorite Wilberforce memory 
Joshua Lai (C8): I've been at Wilberforce for 
three years, since sixth grade. That's three years. 
My favorite Wilberforce memory is probably sixth 
grade focus week  
Anna-Luisa Jepson (C8): I've been at Wilberforce 
since seventh grade, so two years, almost, I guess 
I really liked the retreat in seventh grade 
because that was kind of when I began to get to 
know people in my class  
 
Q. What will you miss about middle school?  
JL: Focus week probably. I'm just looking forward 
to high school. 
ALJ: Since I am kind of small, I will miss being the 

same size as everyone else. Starting high school with sports and stuff, everyone 
will be a lot bigger than me. Being in middle school, you know, everyone's kinda 
sorta the same size.  
 
Q. What's the most exciting thing about going to high school  
JL: Probably I guess, is that we have more freedom, which is pretty stereotypical, 
but I know just not having as many restrictions on what we can do. 
ALJ: Kind of the same. I am excited for more freedom as well. During lunch, 
you're free to go wherever you want to. So yeah, like just freedom in that. 
JL: Yeah, also being able to talk to high schoolers. I mean, but like to others as 
well because you can't really talk to the older grades when you're in eighth 
grade.  
 
 
 
 



 

Q. If you could spend the day with any celebrity 
in the world would you spend the day with and 
why? 
JL: Steve Jobs because he founded Apple and 
he's super smart and good at presenting and also 
has very good ideas. He's just an interesting guy. 
ALJ: I think maybe Louisa May Alcott because I 
really love her books and just her style of writing. I 
think it would be really cool just to talk to her.  
 
Q. Since you both chose people who are not 
alive maybe you can choose people who are 
alive. 
JL: Elon Musk because he's, super smart and he 
needs to be alive. 
ALJ: I think it'll be kind of cool to meet Emma 
Watson because I love the Harry Potter movies. 
And I think she's a really good actress.  
 
Q. If you could travel anywhere, where would you 
go and why? 
JL: There’s this place called Roland Garros. It's a 
tennis tournament that's one of the four biggest 

tennis tournaments. Also just like going to Paris as well as watching the gaming 
facilities would be kinda cool. 
ALJ: I want to go to Hawaii because I have family there in Australia. And I'd love 
to go back to Kenya where I used to live because it's really beautiful. 
 
 
Q. What is your favorite song to sing in the shower and why? 
JL: Probably Words Fail from Dear Evan Hansen because it's really hard to sing so 
I constantly voice crack and that's fun. Normally there's never like a reason why I 
sing it. 
ALJ: I like singing A Change in Me from Beauty and the Beast, just because it's a 
really nice song, and maybe Helpless from Hamilton. There’s no particular reason 
why I just like those songs. I just do random songs as they pop into my head and I 
sing them because I just do. 

 
 



 

An Excerpt from Monster Under 
my Bed 
By Laura Sallade 

 
           When I looked under my bed, searching 
for the lucky dollar bill that I had lost, I 
definitely did not expect to find a pair of eyes 
staring back into mine.  

 
           I had been given my lucky dollar bill 
three years ago on my ninth birthday. My 
grandpa had slipped it inside my birthday 
card, claiming that every good nine-year-old 
deserved a dollar bill. But when no one was 
looking, he pulled me into another room and 
explained that this particular dollar bill was a 
lucky one. That I should always keep it in my 
pocket. 

 
           Just because he was my grandpa and I 
had thought it was funny, I always kept it in my 
pocket. And ever since that day, everything 

had pretty much worked out for me. I didn’t have a worry in the world.  
 
I wasn’t that superstitious or anything. But the way things turned out, I 

thought I very well might become so. 
 
You see, it was two days until my biggest baseball game of the year, and I 

always planned to have my lucky dollar bill in my pocket for that so that things 
wouldn’t go atrociously wrong. Every ten minutes I would check my pocket just 
to make sure I hadn’t dropped it. The whole day, that dollar bill stayed in my 
pocket. Everything was fine. 

 
But on Friday at 8 A.M., I had checked my pocket and the dollar bill 

wasn’t there. It’s like it just grew legs and walked away. And it couldn’t have 
chosen a worse time to do so. 

 



 

           So I searched everywhere, starting with my 
room. I would tear my house down brick by brick if 
I had to, just to find that dollar bill. 
 

           But for now, I wasn’t into doing anything as 
dramatic and parent-maddening as that. So I just 
checked under my bed, hoping it would be sitting 
there from some time I’d accidentally dropped it. 
 

           There were a variety of objects under my 
bed that I had expected to see, but I didn’t. I was 
a little distracted by the two big yellow eyes 
looking right back at me. 
 

           I nearly jumped out of my skin.  
 

           I had always noticed the various lumps and 
bumps of unknown objects under my bed, but I 
hadn’t really taken any notice of them. I had 
never stopped to find out what they were. 
 

           Only now I realized what they were.  
 

There was a real live, honest-to-God monster living under my bed. 
 
 

 
 
 
Photography by Laura Sallade 

 
 
 
 
 



 

The Truth About the Bird Brain   
By Emma Gordon 
 
           Although birds are not known for their 
intelligence, recent studies have changed this 
obsolete,  rather delusional view. However, it is hard 
to know which activities require intelligence, as 
research on animal intelligence is still in its infancy. 
For instance, is intelligence necessary for memory 
and migration? In addition, it is difficult to define 
intelligence. Measuring the intelligence of birds 
cannot be measured in the same way as we 
measure human IQ. However, through 
observations, tests, and studies of brain anatomy, 
scientists are beginning to discover just how smart 
birds are.  
 
           So, how do scientists test bird intelligence? 
Many different tests have been devised to test 
animal intelligence. These tests have proven that 
corvids and parrots are as smart as apes, dolphins, 
and whales, and are outmatched only by humans.  
 

Birds are capable of learning signals or words. For instance, Alex the 
African Grey could express his wants and needs, along with expressing 
similarities, differences, colors, complex shapes, and materials, all with actual 
words. Fishing cormorants can count to eight; after they catch seven fish, they 
wait for the eighth fish as a reward, while cormorants which have not caught 
seven fish continue fishing. Even from a young age, birds know abstract 
concepts such as numbers. 

 
Although little is mentioned about magpie intelligence, European 

Magpies’ self-awareness has been firmly proven. Self-awareness is when an 
animal knows that it is alive. Despite seeming simple, only a small group of 
animals are self-aware. A test, the Mirror Test, has proven which animals are 
self-aware. A sticker is placed on an animal’s body where it cannot see it, and 
the animal passes if it removes the sticker once it sees it in the mirror. Passing this 
test, the magpie has shown its sense of self in recognizing its reflection. 
Surprisingly, at eighteen months, only half of the humans can pass this test.  



 

           Most birds are known for their tool use. 
When an animal uses an object from an 
environment to perform a task, it is using a tool. 
Seeing a stick as a tool, like self-awareness, 
requires an impressive amount of intelligence. As 
a result, few animals use tools; the ones that do 
use them generally use sticks as probing tools in 
order to get food.  
 
           A famous toolmaker, the New Caledonian 
Crow, is unique in this respect because it makes 
tools designed for specific tasks. Sometimes it 
bites leaves to shape them into a tool; 
sometimes it fashions stick into hooks. Besides 
humans, New Caledonian Crows are the only 
animals to make hooked tools. Undeniably, 
crows using traffic to crack nuts are the strangest 
toolmakers of all. Waiting beside humans for the 
traffic to stop, crows hold hard nuts in their 
beaks.  
 
            When the light turns red, the crows stop in 
front of cars, fly away, and wait for the light to 
turn green. The next time the light turns green, 

the crows retrieve the nuts to eat or store them. Other crows, whose nuts have 
not cracked, try again. Remarkably, crows’ tool-making excels beyond that of 
chimps. 

 
Contrary to most people’s thoughts, birds are intelligent, inquisitive, and 

playful animals. Research and tests for animal intelligence are just in their 
infancy, and new aspects of intelligence are discovered every day. One day, 
we will learn more about birds’ thoughts and intellect. Even now, science has 
proven the inaccuracy of the term ‘bird brain’. 
 

 
 
 



 

To Our Eighth graders  
By Laura Sallade and Katherine Dorini 

 
Our eighth graders are special,  

They’re one of a kind. 
They’re fun and creative, 
And crazy masterminds. 

 
She’s always there for you, 
She’s fast, fun, and smart, 

This describes Dorothy, 
And her work comes from her heart. 

 
He creams the hurdles in a meet, 

Caden’s swift in soccer too. 
A reader, a writer, and an energetic friend, 

Caden, we’ll definitely miss you. 
 

Chill, relaxed, and incredibly skilled, 
Tim is quite the dude. 

Athletic and smart he plays his part, 
In any role, he may choose. 

 
What a delight Emma is, 

With her endless love of birds. 
She’s thorough with her work 

And has great command of words. 
 

Matthias’ voice can fill a room, 
And he’s a ball extraordinaire. 

His amazing talents are limitless,  
That we simply cannot compare. 

 
He may appear quiet in the classroom,  

But Will’s as kind and considerate as the rest. 
His laughter and smile, are always in style, 
And he never shows anything but his best. 

 
 



 

When we think of Maria, 
We think of her skills at sports, 
Her hard work and resolve,  

At school and on the courts. 
 

Matt’s truly one of a kind,  
And always enthusiastic.  

He’s the cheerleader in our lives, 
Matt, you are fantastic. 

 
Caleb is quite the runner 

And in school, he really shines. 
A friend that never fails, 

Now he’s crossed the finish line.  
 

Supportive and determined, 
Virginia is the boss. 

She never fails to impress  
With her prowess at lacrosse. 

 
OMG and for real for real, 

Are common Josh Jen phrases. 
He always achieves all of his goals, 

And he deserves a whole lot of praises. 
 

Trusting, compassionate, and caring too, 
Daniel Owen is a very fine lad. 

He performs highly in debate and sports, 
And to have him in school we are glad. 

 
A true actress on the stage,  

As a child of Von Trapp. 
Anna Luisa’s kindness is apparent, 
And for her, we will always clap. 

 
 
 

 
 



 

With his big ol’ box of cheerios, 
He saunters down the hall. 

Noah’s quick to make a joke,  
And he’s a friend to us all. 

 
An insane tennis player, 

Quite the athlete is Josh Lai. 
He’s got a knack for spray paint, 
And we are sad to say goodbye. 

 
When it comes to Emily, 

Hockey is her thing. 
Her smile brightens up our days, 

And joy to us she brings. 
 

Daniel Ju has a boisterous spirit, 
And is an excellent speaker in debate. 
It won’t be the same without your jokes, 

This year with you has been great.  
 

Andy never fails to make us laugh, 
And as a student and gymnast, he excels. 
O, son of the Pratt we wish you the best, 
And we pray you continue to do well.  

 
Needless to say, 

They all are very cool, 
So, of course, we are gonna, 

Miss them in school. 
 

Our memories of you, 
Go back very far 

And we’ll always think 
That you are true Wilberforce-stars.  

 

 
We will miss ALL our eighth-graders! Best of luck! 



 

 
Advice Column, answered by Wilberines: 
 
Q. What can we do during the summer break? 
A. Well if it's hot you can go swimming or have a water balloon fight. Although 
water balloons never break when thrown, so bummer. I personally, am not going 
to do anything related to screens. Also, you can build a fort, write in a nature 
journal, or take a hike. Or you can meet your friends at a park (staying six feet 
away) and eat dinner together. 
  
 Q. Is having a pet a good or bad thing?  
A. I don’t see why having a pet would be bad. Unless your pet was evil and 
trying to take over to the world. Then run away! Or you could be really lazy and 
never take care of your pet then. . . I think that having a pet is a very good 
thing. Pets give you joy, fun, and someone to play with/watch when you’re 
bored.  
 
Q. Why does my dog lick himself even though he hates cats? 
A. I’m sure if your dog licks himself that has nothing to do with the hate of cats. 
Dogs can do cat things while hating cats. Your dog is itchy and dirty, the licking 
solves both those problems.  
 
Q. By Wilberforce appropriate, did you mean bad words or related to 
Wilberforce? 
A. Wilberforce appropriate means don’t write a question that you wouldn’t ask 
at school. So no poor language. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     “Carnations” 
     Photography by Laura Sallade 
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Riddle Answers: 

1.  A man went on a trip with a fox, a goose and a sack of corn. He came 
upon a stream which he had to cross and found a tiny boat to use to 
cross the stream. He could only take himself and one other - the fox, the 
goose, or the corn - one at a time. He could not leave the fox alone with 
the goose or the goose alone with the corn. How does he get all safely 
over the stream?  Take the goose over first and come back. Then take the 
fox over and bring the goose back. Now take the corn over and come 
back alone to get the goose. Take the goose over and the job is done. 

2. When John was six years old he hammered a nail into his favorite tree to 
mark his height. Ten years later at age sixteen, John returned to see how 
much higher the nail was. If the tree grew by five centimeters each year, 
how much higher would the nail be? The nail would be at the same 
height since trees grow at their tops. 

3. A man is washing windows on the 25th floor of an apartment building. 
Suddenly, he slips and falls. He has nothing to cushion his fall, and no safety 
equipment—but he doesn't get hurt. How is this possible? He's washing 
windows inside the building. 

4. What question can you never answer "Yes" to? What does "N-O" spell? 
5. You should keep me as straight as can be, yet very few do. Most of the 

time I am slightly bent or curved. Your sadness usually causes me to bend 
further, but don’t bend me for too long or I may never be able to fully 
straighten out again. What am I? Your posture 

6. A limo driver is going the wrong way down a one-way street. He goes past 
four police officers along the way, yet none of them stop him. One even 
smiled and waved. Why didn’t the police stop him? The Limo driver was 
walking, not driving 

7. If all Wibbles are Criggles, all Borkins are Kwumblins, no Hoggles are 
Borkins, and all Criggles are Borkins, is it true that all Borkins are Criggles? 
No 

8. What do you get if you add 2 blackberries and 5 apples? A houseful of 
gadgets 
  

 


