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Who Are We?  
 
A few years ago, several members of the Wilberforce graduating class of 2017 founded a 
newspaper written by students and for students called the Clapham Chronicle. It primarily 
featured political pieces, along with several other illustrations, articles, poems, and crossword 
puzzles. After they graduated, that publication died out.  
 
This school year, we have a special team of students who want to revive it.  
Who are these students?  
 
We are artists: designers, poets, photographers, columnists, writers.  
We are diverse: students, freshman to seniors, interested in everything ranging from quantum 
mechanics to satirical comedy, from political issues to music.  
We are part of and dedicated to building a community where we can imagine, create, collaborate, 
and grow, whether it is art or writing that we love.  
 
Thank you for allowing us to share a part of that community with you.  
 
The Clapham Chronicle is always looking for new contributors in writing, design, and art. If you 
are interested in joining, please feel free to reach out to claphamchronicle@gmail.com or talk to 
Felicity or Calvin.  
 
This year, we plan to release publications on a semester or quarterly basis -- so look forward to 
those future issues.  
 
As for now, please enjoy everything that is to follow in these pages. 
 
 
 

Felicity Wong  
Calvin van Leeuwen 

Clapham Chronicle Co-Editors-In-Chiefs 
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INTERVIEW - Mr. Moscatiello 
 

 

Felicity Wong interviews a member of the Wilberforce community every issue. Send in your 
interviewee nominations to the Clapham box or to claphamchronicle@gmail.com!  

 

This is Mr. John Moscatiello's third year at The Wilberforce School. He is married to Mrs. 
Moscatiello, a Latin and Humane Letters teacher. He was previously a tutor at The Princeton 
Review. This year, he teaches Art History, Latin, and works as the college guidance counselor. 

 
 
 
1. What led you to tutor at The Princeton Review and 
now, teach at Wilberforce?  
 
My career at the Princeton Review began when I was a 
sophomore at NYU. I was engaged to be married to this 
particularly amazing person, so I needed a job. I always 
liked the Princeton Review, so I was excited to work 
for the company. I was so excited, in fact, I ended up 
staying for 16 years until I left the company a few 
months ago.  
 
2. There have been rumors that when you are not 
teaching at Wilberforce, you’re off tutoring royalty in 
Europe and buying expensive teas in bulk. Can you 
confirm this? What have your experiences traveling 
abroad been like?  
 
I can neither confirm nor deny any rumors about my 
international work, but I do buy lots of tea abroad.  
 
3. What are the most challenging aspects of being a 
teacher? Has there been a moment where you have 
questioned your decision to become a teacher? What 
about the most rewarding moments? 
 
The most challenging part of being a teacher is how 
exhausting it is. Like all creative work, teaching 
requires you to draw from all your intellect and 
imagination--and to do it in front of other people. I used 
to teach 12-hour days on the weekends at the Princeton 

Review. Now that I’m an old man, that kind of schedule 
would probably kill me.  
 
4. What is the strangest part of Christianity?  
 
The strangest part of Christianity is that it's true. It 
shouldn't be. I would much rather believe in a religion 
that tells me that I am right all the time or that I deserve 
to sit around watching movies and eating ice cream all 
day or that I actually deserve the things I own. I would 
much rather believe in a religion in which the truth was 
always intuitive and logical and up to me to figure out. I 
wish I could earn my way to heaven and then retire 
there, proud of all my good deeds. But Christianity says 
that you can only win by losing, that you can only lead 
by serving, you can only live by dying. You can only be 
saved when you stop trying to save yourself. So the 
strangest part of Christianity is also it's most freeing: 
you don't have to figure out the truth for yourself 
because Jesus Christ is truth Himself.  
 
5. When you’re not doing your job, what do you like to 
do in your free time?  
 
When I am not teaching, I like thinking about teaching. 
 
6. Where do you see yourself in 8-10 years?  
 
I hope I see myself at the Wilberforce School in 8-10 
years. Who knows? 
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7. What makes you most disappointed in your students?  
 
I'm never disappointed in my students, except all the 
seniors. 
 
8. Is there a way to get a guaranteed A in your class? 
 
Duh. We don't care about grades at the Wilberforce 
School. 
 
Bonus questions: 
 
1. As a child, what did you want to be when you grew 
up?   
 
I distinctly remember in kindergarten the feeling of 
panic I would have when people would ask me what I 
wanted to do when I grew up and left school. And all I 
could think was, “I HAVE TO LEAVE SCHOOL???” 
 

2. What about the world makes you angry?  
 
I can’t stand when people bully other people. I mean, 
not the kind of thing I do in class when I call people  
immature or yell at them about bad writing or call them 
monkeys. That’s just me speaking truth to power or 
something. I mean real, sharp bullying. I was bullied a 
lot in school growing up, and I struggled to make 
friends, so when I see people degrading and abusing 
others, I feel completely outraged.  
 
3. Do you have any favorite quotes or life mottos?   
 
“There is no such thing as a life not worth living.” 
 
4. What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever 
received?  
 
The best advice I’ve received is the gospel. Everything 
else is a slogan. 
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OP-ED - How should the U.S. respond to the Migrant Caravan? 
 

 

David Dorini and Aaron Savoy engage in civil discourse by discussing a relevant current event in 
domestic or international affairs.  

 

David Dorini: 
On October 12, a migrant caravan left 

Honduras to escape persecution, poverty, and violence 
and journeyed north to seek asylum in the United 
States. The caravan quickly swelled to roughly 10,000 
as more refugees streamed in from Central America. 
President Trump has called it a national emergency 
sending thousands of troops to the Mexican border. At 
this crucial crossroads, a clear policy choice has to be 
made. While no choice is perfect, the best option 
available is to allow the caravan to apply for asylum in 
a legal, efficient manner. Then, we should grant the 
great majority of its members asylum because they face 
a credible fear of persecution if they return to their 
country. This choice will fulfill the moral obligation our 
country has to help the migrants in keeping with our 
tradition and values. 

Although those entering the United States 
from Central America were historically men seeking 
the American Dream for themselves and their families, 
the current refugee crisis is different. Now, many more 
children, families, and pregnant women are making the 
journey as in the current migrant caravan.1 These 
people are desperately trying to escape the systematic 
gang violence in their home nations where gangs fueled 
by the drug industry have put a stranglehold on 
communities. As put by D. Farah and K. Babineau in 
PRISM of the National Defense University, “With the 
almost complete absence of the state, gang beheadings 
and dismemberment of victims are now routine; 
lynching and burning victims alive are commonplace; 
and the recruitment of children as young as 11 is an 
everyday occurrence.”2 Gangs recruit the sons of locals 
as future gang members, take the daughters as sex 
slaves, and threaten anyone who dares oppose them 
with violence and death.3 The governments of these 
countries have tried to crack down on gangs, but are 

largely corrupt, ineffectual, and incompetent. And so 
the violent influence of powerful gangs grows 
unchecked by any successful government action.  

The asylum these refugees are seeking is the 
only course of action left to them, and if they return to 
their country of origin, many of them will immediately 
be marked for death by local gangs and cartels.4 
Therefore, these refugees completely satisfy the intent 
of international and national asylum laws: to protect 
those whose government is incapable of protecting 
from persecution. These people need our help, but our 
policy shows a different view. The United States 
granted only 20,000 refugees asylum in the 2016 fiscal 
year out of 180,000 applicants which yields an 11% 
acceptance rate.5 These numbers are the norm. Compare 
this to the 7,500 people granted asylum in the United 
Kingdom,6 a nation 1/40 the size of the United States, 
and the 20,000 is truly put into perspective. That the 
greatest nation in the world with more money and 
resources than almost any other country turns away 
over 150,000 desperate people from its borders every 
year, women, men, children, families, is a sham. We 
can, and must, do better.  

And yes, the asylum process is flawed. The 
process currently takes from months to years to elapse 
from start to finish. This is an unacceptable level of 
inefficiency that must be improved both for our 
government’s sake and for the refugees in the asylum 
process, but it is not a valid reason to abandon the 
asylum process entirely. We have to work with the 
system we have even though we must change it. At the 
current rate, close to 90% of the refugees in the caravan 
will be denied asylum and deported to their home 
countries, where they are often marked for death or else 
targeted by local gangs. This is simply a mockery of the 
American tradition and of its values. The United States 
is a country of immigrants and the diverse backgrounds 
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and cultures of our country is what makes America 
unique. Diversity makes us strong, and we have a rich 
tradition of accepting those fleeing persecution and 
violence that we cannot abandon now. We must uphold 
the traditions of our country. We cannot let fear hold us 
back from remaining a beacon of opportunity and 
safety. 

 This fear manifests itself in many ways. One 
fear is that refugees will increase the crime rate. This 
fear is unfounded as refugees often decrease the crime 
rate in cities across the US.7 Another fear is that 
refugees will hurt the economy. This is also false. 
Refugees typically settle in areas where the economic 
sector is in need of labor,8 due to an all-time low birth 
rate and a booming economy. The competition among 
immigrants and low-wage native workers is a tragic, 
but inevitable outcome of our taking in refugees, and 
one that all wealthy nations must bear. A final fear is 
that our country lacks the resources to take in these 
refugees. Yet the United States has the most resources 
in the world and is granting an incredibly low number 

of refugees asylum in proportion to other countries, so 
this fear is simply ludicrous. Some may be gaming the 
system; some may be lying, some may be taking 
advantage of our nation, but we need to trust the system 
that we created to separate the liars from the people 
really in need. We cannot let the fear of a few taking 
advantage of us compel us to turn away the 90%.  

As a country, we have a moral imperative to 
help those who are in desperate need of basic human 
rights: fear from persecution, fear from violence. We 
have a moral imperative to help those who are suffering 
as a result of a crisis we helped to facilitate through our 
massive demand for illegal drugs. We cannot let 
inefficiency, fear, selfishness, or complacency stop us 
from upholding our ideals as a nation. We must 
continue to keep our country a city shining on a hill for 
all the world to see, a haven for those fleeing 
persecution in countries where their governments 
cannot or will not stop it. This is what will continue our 
proud tradition as the standard bearer of freedom and 
justice. This is what will make America great again. 

 

 

 

Aaron Savoy:  
Among the most contentious issues in the 

United States’ most recent presidential election was 
immigration policy. This debate touches on crucial 
issues of economics and human rights, teetering in 
some places between inflammatory nationalism and 
blatant disregard for America’s laws. Against this 
hectic backdrop, a surge of news stories appeared in 
October of 2018 about a large caravan of Hondurans 
moving northward towards the US border. This group 
began their march in early October of this year, fleeing 
poverty and gang violence. Smaller groups have since 
joined in, swelling their numbers to about ten 
thousand.1 This is not the first large group to attempt a 
border crossing--organized caravans made the trek in 
the springs of 2017 and 20182 --but this case has drawn 
nationwide interest. The president himself has called for 
thousands of troops to be sent to reinforce the United 
States’ southern border. The question of the moment is 
this: what should America do? 

Before answering deeper questions about the 
processing of caravan members, a smaller dispute 
should be resolved. Though most of the caravan's 

members will likely seek official asylum in the US, it is 
wise to send additional resources to prevent small parts 
of the caravan from attempting illegal entrance into the 
US. The bureaucratic upset caused by immigrants who 
ignore US law and documentation should be 
sufficiently obvious not to merit elaborate discussion. 

The greater mass of asylum-seeking South 
Americans presents a serious question of US policy. 
Upon close analysis, the optimal solution appears to be 
temporary border closure and immediate repair of the 
American asylum process. The US must not add this 
massive caseload to its inadequate system for asylum 
cases. Reordering this section of the United States’ 
legal system must be a priority if America intends to 
resolve its immigration issues and properly process the 
caravan's members. 

To validate this fairly extreme set of actions-- 
even a temporary shutdown of the US asylum system 
for repairs would come dangerously close to violating 
human rights- it is important to establish the process’s 
problems in America and show the potential 
consequences of additional entrants. Asylum-seekers 
interview with a US official, hoping to demonstrate  
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…“credible fear” of persecution in their home country. 
Immigrants whose claims are considered authentic enter 
court proceedings, and those who are denied have an 
opportunity to appeal for a judge’s review. Though 
America loves a trial, this process has created a massive 
backlog of pending cases. As of March 2018, there … 
were over 318,000 pending cases, which could mean a 
delay of over four years. The average resolved case 
carried a wait time of over 1000 days. The system isn’t 
prepared to deal with its current caseload, and it 
certainly isn’t ready for 10,000 more applications.3 

Massive delays create serious problems for 
immigrants and Americans alike; problems great 
enough to merit a complete reworking of the process. 
Firstly, they delegitimize US asylum. The United States 
cannot be expected to properly make human rights 
decisions when it lacks an efficient process to fulfill its 
duties. Better solutions to immigration problems require 
a suitably efficient bureaucracy. In this politically 
tumultuous time, barely-functional processes will only 
further inhibit actual problem-solving.  

After about five months of waiting for a 
decision, an asylum-seeker is able to apply for a US 
work permit.4 Considering the backlog of cases, most of 
the caravan will presumably reach this point and begin 
to work in America without properly evaluated asylum 
claims. This is problematic for the American 
workforce. It is true that immigration provides overall 
boosts to the economy; however, this information fails 
to consider its effects on wages. Economic history, such 
as the abuses of H-1B visas, shows us that immigrant 
workers usually work for lower wages, and companies 
are perfectly happy to replace large numbers of the 
workers already employed.5 This consistently drives 
down wages for competing native workers. Though the 
more comfortable Americans running successful 
businesses will benefit from paying their workers less, 
their employees face significantly more economic risk 
and should be a priority.6 The serious wage damage 
resulting from large groups of migrants filtering into the 
American workforce is yet another blow to the working 
class. It should be obvious to any American that these 
immigrants are unlikely to acquire jobs that require 
specialized skills and strong recommendations. A 
native of poverty-ridden Honduras would have great 
difficulty finding work as an accountant, but low wage 

requirements make them perfectly suited for 
lower-paying, manual-labor employment. Amidst 
serious concerns over corporate exploitation of 
workers, America ought not harm its citizens by 
allowing large caravans of migrants to join the 
workforce without proper legal assessment. Asylum is 
necessary to ensure the security of people at risk of 
persecution, and we must be willing to sacrifice a few 
wage percentages to do our duty to human rights. We 
cannot, however, put our workers in danger from 
foreigners who have not been properly assessed. 

Besides the damage to the native workforce, 
an extended stay in the asylum process poses a serious 
threat to immigrants themselves. In response to 
immigration concerns, the US government has sought 
to establish a power to detain asylum-seekers. Though 
many courts have worked to fight this decision, 
detention has already caused serious physical and 
mental harm to many migrants, ranging from frequent 
infection to post-traumatic stress disorder. Detained 
persons are about five times less likely to receive 
proper legal counsel, which can severely harm their 
asylum cases.7 Entering America no longer provides 
guarantees of security and opportunity for a new life--in 
some cases, it can prove just as problematic as staying 
south. This is not a case against detainment--as that is 
largely extra-topical--but it is fairly obvious that an 
efficient system to filter applicants would significantly 
reduce the risk of harm, and enable the government to 
ensure any detainment policy does not infringe on 
human rights. 

The United States’ asylum system is severely 
overloaded, causing numerous problems for Americans 
and immigrants alike. Recent history shows that most 
of this caravan will find its way to the asylum system.8 
If America wishes to properly process these ten 
thousand new arrivals, there must be a reordering of the 
entire process. It is deeply unfortunate that this group 
will find itself lacking an entryway into our country, but 
it is simply not right for any parties involved to 
continue shoving masses of immigrants into the United 
States’ sham of an asylum process. So long as we 
follow the status quo, we will be unable to find proper 
solutions to immigration issues. America’s asylum 
process is broken and must not be used until it is fixed. 

*Sources and citations can be found on page 17 
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Christmas Playlist 
 

 

Cale Casey blesses us with his seasonal playlist: this strings together a variety of musicians 
and styles to put you in a ~festive~ mood.  

 
 
 

1. All I Want For Christmas Is You - Mariah Carey  

2. Mary Did You Know - Pentatonix 

3. Joy To The World - David Crowder Band 

4. I Saw Three Ships - Lindsey Stirling  

5. Sleigh Ride - Relient K  

6. Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) - Death Cab For Cutie 

7. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen - Pentatonix  

8. Seasons - Hillsong 

9. Blue Christmas - Elvis Presley  

10. Carol of the Bells - Trans-Siberian Orchestra  
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Birding: A Lifestyle 
 

It started on Friday at 11:16 AM.  “Images 
of a BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER from 
East Windsor were posted...this morning.” 
Immediately a storm of texts and posts flooded the 
NNJBirds group chat.  The bird, normally found in 
the Rocky Mountains and Pacific Coast area, was 
quickly rediscovered at the same location and soon a 
stream of dedicated birdwatchers (or as committed 
birdwatchers call themselves, birders) traveled to see 
the bird (the distinction between a birdwatcher and a 
birder is the distinction between a casual fan and a 
committed follower).  They came from all over New 
Jersey dropping everything to see this diminutive 
bird.  Some left their lunch to come.  Some skipped 
their lunch.  For the next week hundreds of dedicated 
birders (including myself) from as far away as 
Connecticut streamed in to catch a glimpse of the 
Black-throated Gray Warbler.  But what motivated 
these ordinarily sane people to do this?  What is the 
allure of driving hours through sun or rain just for the 
chance to catch a glimpse of a five-inch black and 
white bird?  To answer these questions, it is 
necessary to take a step back to birding as a broader 
topic and then delve in to the eccentricities of chasing 
rare birds. 

Birdwatching is one of the fastest growing 
and most widespread hobby in America. There are 
over 45 million birdwatchers in the country from 
those who just have a bird feeder and an inquisitive 
mind to those who dedicate their entire lives to the 
hobby (in comparison there are a comparable number 
of recreational fishers and only about 12 million 
hunters) (all data from US Fish & Wildlife Service). 
Birdwatching is the Holy Grail of hobbies. It is 
challenging with a steep learning curve as there are a 
plethora of different traits that must be mastered for 
each bird (and there are over 700 species in the US): 
breeding and non-breeding plumages, molts, songs, 
contact calls, flight calls, behavior, shape, habitat 
preferences, and locational preferences among others. 
But it is also fascinating and extremely rewarding 
with tangible results following each increase in hard 

work.  While birding in its entirety is a wonderful 
pastime, one of the most captivating aspects of 
birding is rarity chasing.  Rarity chasing is a peculiar 
result of the human drive to find outliers.  Whether it 
be exceptions to a rule in logic or grammar or an 
anomaly in scientific data, people are always 
searching for any exception to the mean.  This 
manifests itself in all fields of study, but in birding 
this behavior trait manifests itself in rarity chasing or 
as it is called in Britain, “twitching.” 

Twitching is a hobby verging on the 
obsessive-compulsive.  It encompasses a wide range 
of commitment from those birders who will only 
occasionally make the chase to those who will drive 
several hours at a moment’s notice for the chance to 
expand their life list (it should be noted that many 
rarity chasers do not chase just to expand their life 
list, but for the thrill and magic of seeing a new bird). 
A birder’s life list is the list of every bird observed by 
that person in their lives.  Not only do birders keep 
life lists, but also country lists, state lists, county lists, 
patch lists, and year lists among others.  These 
obsessed birders will jeopardize their jobs, 
relationships, and cars to put one more tick on their 
list.  Even after repeatedly “dipping” (missing the 
bird), they will still drop everything in a manner 
eerily reminiscent of the Minutemen of the American 
Revolution hoping that this time will be the one that 
they see the bird. 

While I do not normally make the chase 
usually from a lack of transportation or time, I did see 
the Black-throated Gray Warbler and had the chance 
to experience the thrill of seeing a mega-rarity for 
myself.  As we drove up to the site, I mentally 
reviewed the details. The bird was frequenting a line 
of spruce trees in the backyard of a typical suburban 
park. After we pulled off the road, my dad dropped 
me off and left for another errand. I walked farther 
down the road and then down a newly-mowed path, 
which was bordered by an overgrown field on one 
side and a line of trees in full fall color on the other. 
A small crowd was already clustered at the end of the 
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path. Everyone had their binoculars trained on the 
row of spruce trees each looking for “the bird.” I 
quickly reached the group and added one more pair 
of binoculars to the search. Five or ten minutes of 
fruitless searching passed (who knew how similar 
chickadees are to Black-throated Gray Warblers from 
a distance). 

Suddenly I saw a flash of black and white in 
a tangle of branches and vines. I immediately lifted 
my binoculars to my eyes and the warbler appeared 
in front of my eyes in all of its splendor.  At the same 
moment someone else in the group shouted out, “I go 
it! …”  All other conversations ceased immediately 
as everyone in the group turned their efforts towards 

locating the bird for themselves. Those who had 
already seen it directed those who had not and even 
as the last person found the bird new birders 
continued to stream in.  

After a while I left buoyed with the thrill of 
a complete success. It is that feeling, which pushes 
me forward. That thrill of success, of seeing 
something rare, and of finding another marvel of this 
world I have never seen before that keeps me going 
and leaves me hungry for more. It is that feeling that 
will compel me to cancel my weekend plans and 
instead get in a car to wherever the NNJBirds group 
chat sends me next. I truly live at the mercy of the 
birds.  

 

TECH TIME - On the Existence of Other “Dimensions” 
 

Judah Harrigan and Joel Seidle write an article on a new and upcoming topic in the tech world.  
 

 
N.B. The following has not been formulated under an understanding of String Theory; this is rather a basic 
speculation based on an elementary understanding of quantum mechanics and particle physics. 
 

In this universe, we know that every object or thing in the universe has a particular energy “signature” 
unique to said object. This conclusion can be drawn from a basic understanding that electronic configurations 
determine the behavior of every atom and that any change in atomic bonds (chemical reactions, etc.) releases energy 
because the electrons change positions, so to speak. Therefore, because every reaction releases energy, and because 
reactions are constantly occurring in some form in our bodies and within every object, it then follows that everything 
is almost constantly releasing energy in some form. 

Now, since we know that energy is constantly being released in some form, it stands to reason that some of 
that energy may be quantified. Having said that, there are likely energies that cannot be quantified. Overall, we 
could say those various energies represent different “dimensions” because they are separate levels of measurement 
and activity that we can possible interact with, just as we can interact with atomic bonds and chemicals because the 
energies involved are within our scope of understanding.  

“Dimension(s),” in this context, would denote levels of energy that we can quantify and allow us to interact 
with the universe. 

Broadly speaking, the possible diverse types of energy that could arise may open doors to a myriad of 
applications, possibly affecting the production of nuclear energy and its limitations, but that is just speculation based 
on the assumption that the new energies may have signatures related to that of certain isotopes and subatomic 
particles. 

All told, unquantified energy is always worth investigating, as it holds great promise in studies possibly 
beyond subatomic particles. 
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stress. 
 
symphonic cacophonies that cannot be weeded out  
grow in shrieking decibels  
fed with the cries of hungry children and sick mothers 
volcanic ice exploding mid air 
subsides into a lullaby of  
fading strums and melancholy sighs 
metal rakes dragged through the sand 
as a thousand blades of grass howl 
twenty five dollars spill out of clenched fists like liquid mercury 
glass pieces calling out names from the concrete 
boxes of clocks fall from the bookshelf 
fragile birds flutter by 
their heartbeats match the tempo of beethoven’s 23rd sonata 
fireflies with amnesia 
try to climb up the molten shooting stars 
autumn winds angrily blow on curled up palm leaves  
gravity relentlessly pulls them up 
scarlet dipped snow with the tracks of plastic sleds 
tangled rubber bands, earphones, heartstrings 
spare harp strings, missing tires, fibrous threads 
chanting monsters with owl claws  
who drop by for a chat after twilight 
invisible bacteria in water 
invisible and evil like the devil  
hazy fields and dried up flower beds  
lost buttons melted in the neighbor’s pot  
rotten dandelion chains woven in and out of rickety fences 
glistening acid, tantalizing and poisonous  
caught in the rain, pitch black, searching for a silver sliver  
dust collected in a forgotten corner 
blue masks wrenched off the face  
a pile of hair: black and white, brunette and blonde 
an accidental click  
swallowing pills rush down the throat 
crawling red ants 
swarming and swirling, around and around  
a timeless curse 
a looped soundtrack  
an unstoppable menace.  
 
 

Felicity Wong. 
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