
Black History at TWS—The Month of February 1and Beyond 

Wilberforce students approach each February with anticipation. During a time of year 
when the long winter causes many students to experience a low in both excitement and 
optimism, our students feel differently because of the month’s many activities. This year, 
February means Reading Rally for the Lower and Middle Schools, a schoolwide Wilberforce 
Day, and also special readings and activities for Black History Month. While we do not limit 
our study of Black History to just one month (see the final paragraph for an example), below is 
a sample of the Black History topics that we are focusing on this winter. 

• As part of Reading Rally, students (E1-C8) are making sure to read stories which talk
about people with different heritages. This includes books about famous African
Americans who have led in the fields of science, politics, arts, education, and sports.

• Explorers Two students experienced a picture walk to learn about the life and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Together the children enjoyed the song “God Made Me and
You” together as we talked about the wisdom of God in creating each of us uniquely
and in his own image. New this year, student will be listing to a number of Ezra Jack
Keats books.

• Recently Class One students have read and discussed A Picture Book of Martin Luther
King, Jr. (David A. Adler). The class is also are reading chapters from Little Leaders:
Bold Women in Black History and Little Legends: Exceptional Men in Black History.
Later in the year, they will also read (Literature Study) Aunt Clara Brown: Official Pioneer.

• Class Three spends time in February learning about the accomplishments of famous
African Americans. They specifically learn Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, and Ruby
Bridges. Time allowing, they will venture into African-American inventors, Jackie
Robinson, and Fannie Lou Hamer. Picture books in the Class Three classroom highlight
these important people.

• Class 4 students study the Civil War (its causes and results) and beyond, considering at
various junctures the struggle for Civil Rights. Students learn about African-American
History within the timeline of American history.

• Class 5 discussing and memorizing excerpts from Dr. Martin Luther King's “I Have A
Dream” speech last month, and will continue this work in February. Also, they memorize
Langston Hughes’s poems "I, Too” and “Dreams," along with focusing their second
trimester artist study on the works of African-American artist Henry Tanner.

• This month, in Class Six, students Port Chicago 50, about a court martial of African-
American dockworkers that occurred during World War II. Also, C6 and C8 Bible is
learning about the racism that recently deceased Hank Aaron endured in his lifetime.



Black History at TWS—The Month of February 2a nd Beyond 

• Class 7 is reading the Newberry Award winning, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, a 
fictional account of Black life in rural Mississippi in the 1930’s. Recently, as well, C7 
Bible students discussed the meaning of a picture of Jesse Owens standing on the gold 
medalist pedestal in the 1936 Olympics in Berlin while the silver medalist (Luz Long) 
saluted Hitler.

• This month Class 8 students read a biography of William Wilberforce. In C8 history, 
students are reading a biography of William Wilberforce and discussing how he fought 
racial injustice through his efforts to abolish the slave trade. In their history class, 
students are reading the autobiography of one of Wilberforce's compatriots in the fight 
against slavery. Olaudah Equiano's The Interesting Narrative describes his kidnapping at 
age ten, his enslavement, and his life after purchasing his freedom.

• Throughout the year, as part of their study of American letters, HL 9 studies both the 
Civil War and the Civil Rights Era. They read both fiction and non-fiction, including a 
number of primary sources, in connection to their lessons.

• In February, Upper School Spanish 3 seniors translate portions of MLK’s speech,
“Tengo un sueño.”

With a name like “The Wilberforce School,” we are committed to celebrating every 
tongue and nation, and doing so throughout the year. Last fall, US physics students used a 
few rainy lunches to watch “Hidden Figures,” a movie about black women mathematicians 
who helped send an American to the moon. At the time they were watching this movie, the 
TWS physics students were learning to using Euler's method to calculate orbits, and so 
they particularly connected with the scene where Katherine figures out how to solve the 
problem of switching from elliptical to parabolic orbits. We want students to understand 
that heritage studies are not something we “do,” to check a box. Treating all human beings 
as equally God’s own creations, made in his image is a matter to emphasize every month of 
every year.  




