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Genocide in the Middle East

the country. All Jews have fled the war-torn and terror
ruled minefield that the country has become. The ‘Saturday people” have all but vanished from Iraq. Likewise,
in 2003 there were 1.5 million Christians in Iraq. Since
then, that figure has fallen to a mere 300,000. Seventeen
Christian families leave the country every day. We are
now seeing the ‘Sunday people’ disappearing from Iraq.
The last vestiges of Judeo-Christianity are being crushed
by the appalling holy war being waged by the Islamic
State terror group, better known as ISIS. The ruin
worked by ISIS has led to the displacement of countless people. Many thousands currently dwell in squalid,
makeshift and overpopulated refugee camps, with next
to no prospect of ever leaving them. But the Christians
and Yazidis (a peaceful religious minority who have a
dualistic worldview) especially face severe hardship now
that ISIS has established a caliphate in the Middle East.
ISIS has clearly targeted Christians, forcing them to convert or pay the steep tax ordered by Sharia law. In a fashion extraordinarily reminiscent of the Nazis, they have
been known to mark Christian doors with a mark meant
to denote the presence of a Nazarene.
ISIS has committed atrocity after atrocity against Christians, Yazidis and other peaceful religious minorities.

by Howe W.

J

udeo-Christianity is dying in its birthplace.
Modern day Iraq was the setting of countless biblical
events. In fact, no nation but Israel has seen more
biblical activity throughout its history. Abraham and the
other patriarchs lived in Iraq, as did Jonah, Esther, Ezekiel, Daniel, and countless other prominent figures in the
Old Testament. Iraq is truly the cradle of Judeo-Christianity, as even today it's Christians speak Aramaic, the
same language spoken by Jesus. Yet the Christians of
Iraq now face a dire menace to their civilization, their
faith, their very lives.
The growth of radical Islam in the Middle East has resulted in many consequences, with the tragic events of
9/11 standing at the forefront in most Americans’ minds.
But those hardest hit in recent decades are Jews, Christians, and other religious minorities trying to preserve
their home and heritage in the Middle East.
There is a saying in the Middle East that ‘first go the Saturday people, then the Sunday people’. The former references the Jewish community, and the latter the Christian
one. In 1950, the Jewish population of Iraq consisted of
150,000 people. Today, four Jewish individuals remain in
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(continued on page 4)

(Genocide in the Middle East, continued)

They flaunt their barbaric deeds in gruesome videos of
executions through which they seek to recruit young
people to join their perverse cause. Some 30,000 Westerners have flocked to their black banner, including, as a
recent New York Times article reports, 250 Americans.
One of the most memorable of ISIS’s bloody deeds
came when twenty-one Coptic Christians were beheaded
on a beach (our President Obama failed to mention the
all important fact that these martyrs were in fact Christian, instead merely referring to them as twenty-one
Egyptians). ISIS delights to think of different methods of execution, having blindfolded and exploded one
batch of victims, and drowned a number of Christians
in a cage on another occasion. They show no regard for
humanity or civilization in their rampage through Iraq,
as they kill those who do not convert and destroy ancient artifacts. One of the most infamous instances of
the latter came some months ago when ISIS took the
city of Mosul, which is on the Nineveh Plains, and blew
up the tomb of Jonah. Today they are seeking to take
Damascus in Syria, the city whose streets Paul walked
after being blinded by the Lord. It is in the very cradle of
Christianity that ISIS wreaks death and destruction. As
thousands flee by the day, the Church in Iraq becomes
ever weaker. They cannot stand much longer before the
seemingly unstoppable juggernaut of ISIS.
What is happening in the Middle East today is genocide.
After World War II and the full revelation of the horrors
of the Nazi holocaust inflicted upon the Jews, Polish
lawyer Raphael Lemkin established a definition of genocide for the world to refer to in its efforts to prevent the
recurrence of such a horror. The current persecution
of Christians, Yazidis, and other religious sects in Iraq
at the hands of ISIS fits all the criteria of the definition.
According to Article II of the United Nations 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide, a situation is to be considered genocide
if any of the following have been committed against a
national, ethnic or religious group:
• Killing members of the group
• Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members
of the group
• Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of
life calculated to bring about its physical destruction
in whole or in part
• Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group
• Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group

ISIS has repeatedly committed all of these enumerated
offenses. Perhaps the most shocking aspect of this situation is that the persecuted in Iraq all say that they feel
abandoned by the West. After the unspeakable horrors
of the holocaust, a sign was erected outside the concentration camp at Dachau. It reads in Hebrew, English,
German, French and Russian: “Never again.”
Did we mean that? Multiple genocides have occurred
since that time in Rwanda, Srebrenica and Cambodia, all
under the watch of the West. Many lamented the West’s
passive negligence in these instances of genocide, while
others insisted that we were inadequately informed of
the horrible events. But today, we cannot claim ignorance; we have no possible excuse. Usually, the people
who orchestrate genocides attempt to deny or cover up
their deeds. Not so with ISIS. They want us to know
when they perform their atrocities; they gleefully inform
us of their latest brutal act in grisly videos. We have no
excuse.
And yet the West is weak. Yes, we send drones over Iraq,
peppering the terrorists with bombs. But the Western
nations are all loth to engage in a full on war with this
barbaric group, even as they build a caliphate in the
Middle East (following in the footsteps of the prophet
Mohammed). The West cannot avoid this situation any
longer. Thousands of refugees are flooding into Europe,
with many well-publicized stories of desperate Mediterranean crossings of overcrowded fishing boats headlining the news.
All this is made worse when one considers that we are
refusing to acknowledge an incontrovertible fact: that
genocide is occurring in the Middle East, and that we
are silent. Dr. Martin Luther King said: "In the end we
will remember, not the words of our enemies, but the
silence of our friends."
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor who was hung
after attempting to assassinate Hitler said: "Silence in the
face of evil is evil itself, not to speak is to speak. Not to
act is to act." We have not spoken, and thereby have spoken. We have not acted, and thereby have acted.
Organizations such as Samaritan’s purse, Voice of the
Martyrs and Red Cross have done wonderful work in
bringing relief to the many overpopulated refugee camps
in the Middle East. Those hoping to make a difference
in the situation would do well to donate to such groups.
Yet if the situation is to be remedied, it will have to be
through government action.
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How Even the Winners Lose in
the Horseracing Industry

(Genocide in the Middle East, continued)

America then, as the leader of the free world, must step
up and spearhead the effort to protect Christians and
other persecuted minorities in Iraq. Yet the politicians in
Washington will not act on any issue unless it is raised by
their constituents. Politics is downstream from culture.
We the people must bring this matter to prominence for
it to be addressed.
In this effort the church must lead. The American church
has been virtually silent during the ordeal of persecution
that Iraqi Christians suffer daily. This must stop. It is
shameful that we, who enjoy such freedom of speech
and religion that America offers, do not speak up for
our spiritual brethren whose lives are in peril every day
because of their faith in Jesus. We must stand up for our
brothers and sisters in Christ.
There are numerous ways in which individuals can get
involved in raising awareness and bringing relief in this
crisis. First and foremost, we must all pray for the persecuted in the Middle East, asking God to bring strength
and comfort to his children. We can also join or give to
groups whose objective is to alleviate the suffering that
is rampant in the Middle East. Such organizations include Samaritan’s Purse, Voice of the Martyrs, and Open
Doors. My grandfather, former Congressman Frank
Wolf, works with a group called the Wilberforce 21 Initiative (not to be confused with our school!). Its mission
is to raise awareness of genocide, and of the dire situation in the Middle East, and to force Washington to
take notice of it. They hope to compel Congress and the
administration to acknowledge that genocide is indeed
occurring today.
Another way in which one can aid in fighting for the
persecuted Church in Iraq is by writing to our Representatives and Senators. Congressman Jeff Fortenberry of
Nebraska has introduced a resolution to Congress which
calls for the labelling of the events in Iraq as genocide.
Write to your Congressmen to ask them if they have
supported this resolution, urging them to do so if they
have not.
There are certainly actions which may be taken about
the tragedy in Iraq. Yet precious few are taking them.
As the relentless evil-doers which are ISIS continue their
bloody jihad through the Middle East, the West is silent, America is silent, the Church is silent. As Bonhoeffer said: “Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.”
Whether by words or silence we will speak. Whether by
action or passivity, we will act. The question is, how will
we speak, how will we act.

By Katie D.

I

n the fast paced world of horse racing, it is easy to
find yourself caught up in a world of flamboyant
hats, overpriced souvenirs, and ostentatious displays
of wealth. But beneath the excitement and commotion is
a much more complicated world, unknown to the public
eye. While a day at the racetrack provides great entertainment and a time to socialize with friends, for others, it is
simply a way to earn extra cash. What happens behind
the scenes can sometimes be brutal and inhumane, but
the real question is: where do you draw the line between
entertainment and downright animal cruelty?
Take American Pharoah, for example. The three year old
colt recently won the Triple Crown, which no other horse
has won for nearly thirty seven years. Instead of retiring
the horse like every other smart triple crown winner has
done, his owner, Ahmed Zayat, chose to continue to race
American Pharoah in the next race called Travers. Not
surprisingly, American Pharoah lost. When asked about
the race, Zayat’s hired trainer responded, saying, “Right
now he’s very emotional. He was doing it for racing,
that’s why he brought him up here. We feel bad for the
horse now. He’s been so good to us and running hard.
It’s like watching you kid get beat up in a game.” So obviously the answer would be to continue to enter American
Pharoah in races all over the country, which Zayat has
foolishly done.
Every year, thousands of racehorses are bred with the
owner’s hope that one of the them will be a Triple Crown
winner. However, only five to ten percent of these horses
will actually make it to the racetrack. Thoroughbreds (the
most commonly found breed of racehorses) start training when they are only one year old. By the time they
are eight or nine years old, they either have potential or
not. Those that are not worth investing in are sold as an
OTTB (Off the track Thoroughbred) or sent out of the
country as “good riding horses,” only to find themselves
in a slaughterhouse in Mexico or Canada. However, the
remaining horses deemed fit to race are not completely
safe yet (In fact, they never will be until they get out of
the horse racing industry). Once on the track, they are
extremely vulnerable to many different types of injuries
which can often be fatal. One out of every five hundred
“starts” in races in North America results in a fatal injury.
This is about eight hundred deaths per year. In addition,
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(From Pasture to Plate, continued)

incident reports are not mandatory for all racetracks, and
only eighty five percent of racetracks participate. Many
horses are either euthanized or sent to the slaughterhouse once they are injured. After all, what is the point
of keeping a horse that will only raise your vet bills?
Just like normal athletes, horses can also take drugs to
enhance their performance. Many horse owners eager to
win will deliberately feed their horses drugs meant for
other purposes in order to cover up an injury or make
their horse run faster. “There are trainers pumping horses full of illegal drugs every day,” says a former Churchill
Downs public relations director “WIth so much money
on the line, people will do anything to make their horses
run faster.” And just like any other athlete, consumption
of these drugs can cause a horse to become addicted.
While these are the actions of corrupt and deceitful
horse owners, horse racing does not only provide entertainment for people, but for horses as well. There are
several ways that the horse racing industry benefits the
American economy as well as it’s society, when done in a
safe and humane environment.
Practiced in many civilizations throughout history, horse
racing, specifically chariot races, are most distinguished
as an integral part of Roman society. Full of excitement,
thrill, and even the risk of death (for humans and horses alike), horse racing showcases the amazing speed and
agility that cannot be seen elsewhere. Perhaps this is the
reason why watching a race is such a unique experience
that attracts many different types of people. Bringing
more people into the industry through betting, fashion,
and horse ownership, it is an event full of history and
tradition while maintaining a healthy dose of pomp and
grandeur.
Although horses are (sadly) no longer America’s primary mode of transportation, the horse industry still has a
large economic impact. It involves agriculture, business,
sport, gaming, entertainment, and recreation. Not surprisingly, horse racing brings in millions of jobs - from
jockeys to stablehands. It is indubitable that simply shutting down racetracks across America will quickly prove
to be destructive to our economy. There are numerous
different ways that people can make the sport safer for
the animals providing their entertainment.
One straightforward way of ensuring a horse’s safety is
by creating and enforcing heavier regulations on owners and trainers. Some may think that stripping anyone
found using performance-enhancing drugs of their racing license may be extreme, but that is the only way that
people will listen. The main governing body for the registry of thoroughbreds, also known as The Jockey Club,
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should require full medical and racing records to go with
any horse being transferred to different owners. It is not
rare that some owners will purchase horses who have
been abused or neglected in the past, in and out of the
horse racing world. By requiring full medical and racing
records, any injury or condition in the past can always be
traced back to the original owner, which will force owners and trainers to be more aware of the consequences
of their actions. Another way to make the racetrack safer
for horses is by requiring all tracks to be converted into
turf or grass tracks. Almost all injuries occur on the familiar hard packed dirt most commonly found today.
If you’ve ever watched a horse race up close on television, you may have noticed how hard jockeys can hit
their horses with their riding crops. They may be large
animals, but they are already running as fast as they can,
so why is it necessary to hit them at the same time? The
purpose of the jockey should only be to steer the horse
in the right direction. A real race would be one where
horses run as fast and as freely as they can, without feeling the sting of a whip every two seconds. A ban on
whipping would make races more enjoyable for the horse
(and also not make it seem like our country openly abuses animals on live television).
Horse racing has proved itself to be a thrilling and lively event since the first racetrack created in Long Island
in 1665. Since then, the sport has evolved to become
a risky business with controversies in which most people are unaware of. By understanding the advantages
and disadvantages to this unique and universal sport,
it is easier to draw the line between entertainment and
animal cruelty. Because of it, thousands of horses are
abused and unaccounted for. However, because of it,
many Americans across the country have jobs. Some argue that these horses were born to race. Others say that
it is simply because they’re being whipped from behind.
With it, millions of horses are sent to be slaughtered.
But without it, we would lose a traditional sport full of
history and culture. While it would be an unattainable
goal to completely outlaw horse racing, there are countless different ways that you can make the horse racing
industry safer for horses simply by bringing more awareness to the abuse that happens behind the scenes. God
provided us with magnificent animals so we can enjoy
their beauty, and it would be shameful to put it to waste
allowing people to race them until they physically cannot.
As Shannon Ralls Lemon once said, “The essential joy
of being with horses is that it brings us in contact with
the rare elements of grace, beauty, spirit and freedom.”
But at the racetrack, their grace and beauty are replaced
with neglect and roughness, their spirit and freedom by
abuse and captivity.

Time to Get Off of the
Trump Train

GOP front runner Donald Trump have all dominated
the headlines. I will be focusing on Mr. Trump today and
the impact he has had on the election, towards his opponents and the American people so far. Most importantly I will explain why the Trump Train needs to be
approaching its final stop.
There are numerous issues with how people are looking at Donald Trump. They see him as a godsend with
screw-you attitude who will step in and save America
from the “stupid, stupid people running our country ” in
Washington. Mr. Trump doesn’t care about being politically correct or socially acceptable at all. He is not your
typical vanilla senator or Governor, and many people are
attracted to that. He is a businessman who has been very
successful, and people admire this success and trust him.
He has struck a chord with many Americans who are
frustrated with the incompetence in Washington. I can
see that if you believe this about Mr. Trump there might
be a certain appeal. Unfortunately the reality is that Mr.
Trump is nothing more than a schoolyard bully. He is
constantly belittling his opponents and the only thing
he is doing to gain traction is making snide comments
about people around him. Examples of this are comments he made making light of John McCain’s military
service in which he was tortured and held captive. Mr
Trump said he liked soldiers that weren’t captured. Also
when asked about Carly Fiorina Trump asked the reporter how anyone could vote for someone with her face. He
said that face is not the face of a president. Donald has
also made insensitive comments about Hispanic immigrants, creating generalizations that the Hispanic population are a bunch of thieves and rapists. Trump’s history
with women is also repulsive whether it be how he has
treated previous wives (he is on number three) or women
on his reality tv show, The Apprentice, and comments
he made towards Fox News reporter Megyn Kelly. He
comes across as a condescending misogynist.
Furthermore, Donald Trump is not providing any substantive or comprehensive reform ideas to “Make America Great Again”, as his slogan goes. Rather he only
points out what has been done wrong and how others
have messed up. When asked about how he will create
jobs or how he will head up immigration reform his response is simply “I will be the best jobs president ever”
or “I will be the toughest president on immigration ever”
It’s almost ridiculous how little he seems to know about
policies and how these things work. Recently on a radio
show he stumbled to give names of critical Iranian leaders, which you would think a serious presidential candidate would know given our relationship with Iran. Later

by Charlie D.

R

epublican voters are mad. Americans are mad.
They are mad at conventional, bureaucratic, lethargic politicians who don’t get anything done.
They want energy, new ideas and progress to be created
in Washington. From the start this has been visible in
both parties given the front runners. If you had told me
at the start of last year that a crazy old communist and a
billionaire celebrity casino owner would be frontrunners
in the presidential polls midway through November I
would have laughed at you. Now I am laughing nervously for our country as both “politicians” are surging and
not looking back.
We are long past labour day and election season is in
full throttle. Storylines such as the number of Republicans running for the nomination, Hillary’s email scandal, Bernie Sanders’ rise in the polls, and of course the
7
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(Trump, continued)

he called the radio host third rate and ridiculed him for
trying to ask “gotcha questions.”
His opponents, while reserved at first out of fear of
Trump, have grown tired of his antics and have begun to
throw punches, calling him “narcissistic”, “an egomaniac,” “non-serious,” “substance free”, “insecure”, “weak”,
and “unstable”, all of which seem harsh but are constantly demonstrated by Trump. Next time you watch
him speak, I encourage you to note how much he talks
about himself. He shows insecurity by retaliating on social media towards his naysayers. He never says anything
with substance and one will never know if he is serious
or passionate about something because he is so centered
around himself and what is best for Trump. As presidential candidate Bobby Jindal put it, “Donald Trump is for
Donald Trump. He believes in nothing other than himself. He is not for anything he is not against anything.”
The Europeans look at Trump and laugh as they see a
stereotypical American is boisterous, obnoxious and
crude. The President of the United States needs to be
held to a higher standard and portray a favorable image
of America.
I am fed up with the current administration and want a
president with a fire lit under his or her butt. However,
I urge you to look into candidates such as Marco Rubio,
Carly Fiorina and Ted Cruz, all of whom are well articulated, incredibly bright and like Trump divert from
conventional politicians, just minus the baggage and instability Trump carries. The aforementioned Jindal is not
really a serious contender but made some good points
about Trump. He furthers that “Donald Trump has never read the Bible... The reason we know he hasn't read
the Bible is because he is not in the Bible.” Trump is
an icon of a secular America that is distasteful to many.
He can say nothing wrong right now and no matter how
many would-be damaging gaffes he makes it has had
no effect on him or his numbers and this encourages
him. If anything his popularity has grown. This needs to
change because he is not a man we want leading the free
world, and ironically if elected he could destroy America’s chance to be great again. It is up to American voters
to get off of the Trump Train and support a qualified
and decent person for the republican nomination.
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Night Through a Window
By Felicity W.
He runs down the dark road desperately
Away from his house
After a while,
He trips.
Someone reaches out to help him.
There is a lady; with looks that are
Inconceivable,
But her figure is slender.
He gives his guide
A whisper of gratitude.
The village clock strikes three.
"Want to sit?"
She points at the wooden garden bench.
Her voice is wispy and light.
The world seems beautiful
From this different perspective
At night.
The many hued petals of the daisy
Glow in the light of the thin crescent,
Showering glints of rainbow hidden in the
Shadows.
Half-wilted daffodils sparkle past the garden gate
And the wind whips through the purple orchids.
Silence.
Even in the darkest night
The vibrant lilies bloom.
The other side of the world
Is here.
The village clock strikes four.
Sitting side by side,
She turns to him.
"Do you want to stay?"
He nods.
Chrysanthemums and sunflowers
Glitter like jewels under the twinkling stars.
Life is like a
Flower.
Always flourishing, until
Winter comes.
Alas, flowers die and become
Rotten and sour.

We droop away, marred by Tragedy,
Knowing something better is coming in our
Destiny.
Hope.
Waiting for Spring to arrive, when
Life commences.
The village clock strikes five.
It is a wonder how seedlings grow into
Stems.
Flowers, into
Fruit.
Glossy roses hang on the trellis;
Their soft petals infused with tones of fuchsia.
A floating tulip,
Painted delicately with nature's watercolours.
He has discovered the
Meaning of Life.
How flowers continue to grow, in times of
Trouble.
Hope is there.
The two stroll to the garden door.
Their silhouettes are revealed
Through the opening golden glimmers of the sun.
He turns to the lady.
"Who are you?"
Her hair is a fiery, flaming scarlet, tinged with
Orange.
Her dress is crimson; inter-weaved with turquoise and violet threads.
Her glistening aura glimmers in the sun.
"Dawn," She whispers.
Rising up in the air, leaving a trail of smoky grey, she joins the
Mountains.
In the telling the world that
Morning is here.
He runs and
Presses his skin on the window,
Smudging the glass.
Sun rays shine on his face,
Casting a shadow of pure light and
Hope.
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Gender Equality From a Biblical Worldview
by Chelsea L.
Feminism is the advocacy of women's rights on the grounds of political, social, and economic equality to men. Some say
that feminism goes against God’s design for marriage, and that a patriarchal society is what God wants for the world. However, I do not think that equality goes against God’s plan at all, in fact I believe that misogyny contradicts everything God
wants for us as followers of Christ. Genesis 1:27 says that “God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God
he created them; male and female he created them.” God surely wants His creations to be treated respectfully and equally,
as we were made in the image of God. God loves us unconditionally, and commands us to love each other unconditionally.
Men are commanded by God to treat women with love, not as subordinates.
Words create and destroy worlds. Every word God speaks is powerful and means more than seen by the naked eye or
through a quick translation. “Ezer kenegdo” is a phrase that can be quickly skimmed over and misinterpreted. God uses
the Hebrew words “ezer kenegdo” to describe Eve in Genesis 2:18. Ezer Kenegdo is a powerful phrase meaning “strong
helper”, “warrior”, “kingdom builder”, and “equal counterpart”. The use of “ezer kenegdo” in Genesis shows that God’s
plan for females is not only equality among their male counterparts, but it is to be warriors and helpers for His kingdom.
Ezer kenegdo is used only 21 times in the Old Testament. It is used twice in Genesis to describe the call that women have
to be God’s image bearers, to care for the poor, and to minister life and hope and healing to those in need. The uses of
ezer kenegdo describe other strong female leaders and the Lord himself. It is used 14 times to describe God’s all encompassing strength and help in scriptures like Deuteronomy and the Psalms. It is a powerful phrase commonly misread and
overlooked as a simple word meaning “helper”. God did not mean for ezer kenegdo to be a subordinate helper, but to be
a warrior helper.
We can refer to countless scriptures to understand the plan God has for women. Genesis shows us the very powerful job
that God gave to females. He calls women not to sit silently next to their male counterparts, but to fiercely help them in
building God’s kingdom. Genesis 2:18-20 are key verses of the bible that set a framework for what a healthy marriage
bond and any male-female relationship should look like. God commands females to work in junction with males in order
to help build up his kingdom and serve God through everything we do. Equality is a huge part of what makes a well functioning pair of kingdom builders. God sees that Adam can not accomplish his calling to kingdom-build and maintain the
land without a strong counterpart. God sends Adam an ezer kenegdo, a perfect accomplice on the journey that God sends
humanity. God commands that Eve be treated as equal through her description and purpose. Obeying God’s word means
seeing females as what they are, equal counterparts and strong helpers. In order to fully follow God’s word, men must respect women as the equal warriors they are.
In Galatians 3:23, it states that “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” This verse is God showing us that male dominance is not a part of His plan for us. Jesus
shows through His actions and words that being respectful of everyone (including women), is a huge part of living life as a
believer. Respect means not sexualizing women, and taking care of women like God takes care of us. He made males and
females equal. Feminism is frequently perceived as a threat to God’s plan for us, but Jesus is one of the biggest advocates
for equality among the sexes. We need feminism. We need feminism because the sinful world we live in has turned women
into objects.
A misconception about feminism is portrayed by the radical feminists of our time.They are setting back the real issues
that need to be addressed. Radical feminists are conforming to worldly standards by objectifying themselves through the
support of public nudity and lesbianism. The support of such things shows an ignorance to the real issues of everyday
sexism and the objectification of women in our society. In order to achieve real equality, we must speak out against these
real issues sexual abuse, rape, and objectification by men.
If you are still not convinced that we need equality, then why is there still a 23% pay gap between men and women? Why
are women across the world getting murdered and raped because of their gender? We need feminism because over 120
countries do not have laws against marital rape, and still allow child brides, some as young as 6 years old. We need feminism
because in Afghanistan women that attend college are considered justifiable to disfigure. We need feminism because 1 in
every 4 girls gets sexually abused in her lifetime. Feminism is not an issue of whether or not girls have to wear a shirt in
public, it is a matter of life and death to millions of females worldwide. The church needs to be a place where feminism is
supported, and where women are treated as equals to men. It is what Jesus would do.
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Bridging the Species Gap

izations of all opponents to the cause. If the rights to
creative property are granted to Non-Humans, all basic rights would by proxy of this allowment be given to
Non-Human entities. The intelligence to create a work
of art proves that the faculties of this Non-Human entity is indeed sentient and deserves the basic rights of
citizens.
PETA is a pioneer, but it has barely scratched the surface of the heinous disregard for Non-Human rights in
America. There is even a mild privilege given to hominids
in the cases that PETA has taken on. There still remain
many oppressed flora and fauna that have not yet been
represented in court or any public forum. This movement needs a voice; there is still a human and Non-Human language barrier, and until scientists remedy this,
humans need to fight for Non-Human rights as a service
to the unsung heroes of our society.
In closing, we as humans must remember that it is not
unlikely that the next social justice movement in America
will be largely focused on the rights and citizenship of
Non-Humans. It may be that in the near future you may
be sued by a walrus for deriding his species in the punchline of a joke, help pay for damages in a car collision with
an ostrich, or have your teeth cleaned by a lemur-hygienist. Whatever the case may be, as American citizens we
need to be prepared to make room for Non-Human persons in our society. Obviously we should get on the right
side of history and get behind the Nonhuman rights
movement.

By Burke D.
America is a great land of opportunity for all oppressed
beings. From the beginning, our foundational documents have affirmed the rights of all to move to the top
through their own work. Recent social movements in our
history have broken down barriers of privilege between
all castes in America.
The most oppressed class on this Earth is without a
doubt that of Non-Humans, the literal underdogs, undercats, underapes, underbirds, underfish, and under insects (however, labelling by species is a dated and prejudiced practice) of this world.
Animals currently have no right to property or freedom of speech in this country, but these rights arguably
should be given to Non-Human natives of the US on
account of the implication of rights delineated in the
Constitution. This shocking underrepresentation is a result of thousands of years of prejudice due to the oppressive manipulation of Non-Humans by their human
overlords. We are in a time in America’s history when
the expansion of rights in our country has never been
easier; it is our duty to seize this window of opportunity
and secure the full rights of citizens for all Non-Humans
now and forever.
A good legal precedent for this rights movement is the
copyright infringement suit filed by PETA (People for
the Ethical Treatment of Animals) against a photographer, David J. Slater, for selling as his own the creative
property of an endangered black crested macaque named
Naturo, who took selfies using Slater’s unattended camera.
PETA filed suit against Slater in a
California federal court because this
particular court was in jurisdiction
of the publisher of said selfies. The
main argument put forward by the
prosecution is a strong example of
Non-Human rights rhetoric; "While
the claim of authorship by species
other than homo sapiens may be
novel, 'authorship; under the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq., is
sufficiently broad so as to permit the
protections of the law to extend to
any original work, including those
created by Naruto," PETA states.
PETA is tackling the Non-Human
rights movement from an angle that
disarms the closed-minded rational11

Sonnet I
by Melody C.
It brightens whispers scarlet crimson flight
A blazing pile of mirrored blackened rust
When summer flowers fade in russet light
And hearts begin a dance to dying dust.
It echoes deep withing the graying dome
In swollen moon that spills across the face
Of twisting leaping blue in crests of foam
As shadow filter through the breaths of grace.
With woven burning stars to dot the strands
Of life in debt to cease among the graves
There comes respite in time of wrinkled lands
To speak a forest full of hope in waves
Through weathered whispered words of ages past -The tattered lace that darkness will not last.
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Email submissions for the Clapham Chronicle to:
theclaphamchronicle@gmail.com
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